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ARGENTINE DETAINED WITHOUT 
CHARGE OR TRIAL 

Sr. Pascnal Angel REXES is an -Argentinian wrker who 
has been is^isohed in Buenos Aires • Province since 1974 
bat was never charged with a specific crime. He was 
onest^ ih July 1974 at his parents' home by a group 
of arsed aeh in civilian clothes who took him to the 
Buenos Aires Police Headquarters, where he was severely 
beaten. 

Sr* Beyes was a worker who specialist in plunibt9 . 
ud lipIibXsk^sxy.' He had. joined the^Mech^miC8* Dnica in 
XBTl bot waii. newer active. There is no evidence to sug- 
gest 'tbat SCb . Heyes was ever engaged in direct pptLicaX 
-|ije^vities 2 te^^ains to be a n^iber of the Permtist 

■ lynt* ha * beid no offices ax^ has not parti c^ipaLed .. . 
is ax^. sctivii^es. Indeed, at age 26 (as of Jaxiuary 
1981); be ha^ never voted. 

Sr. Reyes is detained under Article 23 of the 
Argentinian, jurists have 

always argued that administrative detention under 
Article 23 was envisaged as a t^nporary measure, but 
Since the wdlitary coup d'etat in March 1976 Md the 
subSeguent state of siege, prisoners so held have faced 
lengthy and indefinite periods of confinement. Many 
of the prisoners held under this P.E.N. (Spanish- 
language acronym for "National Executive Power") 
have not been informed of the reason for their arrest, 

nor have they been asked to make a formal stat eme nt; ^ 

-Sr; R e ^ ’^e s has b een held without chargo or trial'. 

Prisoners held under P.E.N. are allowed to opt 
for exile rather than face lengthy imprisonment under^ 
Article 23. This right of option ("derecho de opcion“) 
was suspended in 1976 but was reintroduced in a restricted 
form on September 1, 1977, subject to the government's 
approval. Sr. Reyes was offered this right of option, 
but it was withdrawn from him after he tried to exercise 
it. 

Amnesty International considers Pascual Angel 
Reyes to be a prisoner of conscience who is imprisoned 
as a result of his political beliefs, and it urges 
that Sr. Reyes, and all others similarly situated, 
should be released. 


AMNESTi' ISTER.NAT7GNAL it ir ir.dcoendent. r.on-pirtiun. non-violent orpniMtlon which h»* coniulufhre 
lutua with, the United Nitjant. the Councii of Europe, the Orgenireticn of .»mer:can SUi-» md the Or^oiatioo 
of African Unity. It end ea v e n to ennire the right for everyone tc hold and expreai hii b«"ef». 
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